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The Foundations of English Studies minor offers students a broad exposure to the variety of works, genres, and modes of writing
that Pitt’s unique English department encompasses. Pitt English is composed of four programs: Literature, Film, Writing, and
Composition (Public and Professional Writing). In contrast to a minor in any one of these programs, the minor in the Foundations of
English Studies includes coursework from all of them. It is tailored to students who wish to explore the range of curricula in our
department, including those who specialize in English in the School of Education. This course of study should also appeal to students
who have satisfied multiple General Education requirements in the Department of English and now wish to finalize that work with a
credential. This minor can be partnered with many other programs across campus, including those within English and through its
joint programs with other schools.
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Satisfactory/No Credit option

There is no limit on the number of courses in the major that can
be taken on an S/NC basis. Note that S is the equivalent of a C or
better.

Grade requirements

A minimum grade of C or better (not C-) is required in any 0500-
level ENGWRT course to advance to the first 1000-level course in
that track. Students who earn less than a C in their first 1000-
level course may not advance to the other courses in that track.
Moreover, students must earn a minimum grade of C or better
(not C-) in their Senior Seminar course.

Writing (W) requirement

English writing majors automatically fulfill both of the Arts and
Sciences W-course requirements. Students pursuing a second
major would be required to complete an additional W course for
that major.
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Checklist for the Creative Writing
minor

A student must complete18 credits of English writing courses,
with a 3-course concentration in one of the tracks. A student can
declare both a major and a minor in different tracks, provided
that they do not overlap courses. Completion of both programs
requires 51 credits.

Required course
ENGWRT 0400 Introduction to Creative Writing

One of the following groups of courses

ENGWRT 0520 Introduction to Fiction
ENGWRT 1010 Intermediate Fiction
ENGWRT 1094 Readings in Contemporary Fiction

ENGWRT 0530 Introduction to Poetry
ENGWRT 1210 Poetry Workshop
ENGWRT 1290 Readings in Contemporary Poetry

ENGWRT 0610 Introduction to Journalism and
Nonfiction

ENGWRT 1330 Intermediate Nonfiction

ENGWRT 1390 Readings in Contemporary Nonfiction

Two elective courses

ENGWRT 0500-level or higher
ENGWRT 0500-level or higher
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